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still hoped to gain by other means what onh
war could win.

The year that Drake came home (1580) Philip
at last got hold of a sea-going fleet, the eleven big
Portuguese galleons taken when Lisbon fell. With
the Portuguese ships, sailors, and oversea posses-
sions, with more galleons under construction at
Santander in Spain, and with the galleons of the
Indian Guard built by the great Menendez to pro-
tect New Spain: with all this performed or prom-
ised, Philip began to feel as if the hour was at
hand when he could do to England what she had
done to him.

In 1583 Santa Cruz, the best Spanish admiral
since the death of Menendez, proposed to form the
nucleus of the Great Armada out of the fleet with
which he had just broken down the last vestige of
Portuguese resistance in the Azores. From that day
on, the idea was never dropped. At the same time
Elizabeth discovered the Paris Plot between Mary
and Philip and the Catholics of France, all of whom
were bent on her destruction. England stood to
arms. But false ideas of naval defence were upper-
most in the Queen's Council. No attempt was
made to strike a concentrated blow at the heart of
the enemy's fleet in his own waters. Instead of